Pawtuxet River Rag - Spring 2026

The newsletter of Friends of the Pawtuxet
and the West Bay Land Trust

WEST BAY LAND TRUST CLEAN-UP: SATURDAY APRIL 25
(10:30 A.M.). Meet at the intersection of Lippitt Ave., Hope Road,
and Burlingame Road in western Cranston. Bring gloves and wear
long pants and sleeves. Contact Alex Mohr: mohrtek@yahoo.com

PAWTUXET VILLAGE FARMERS MARKET OPENS MAY 2

The market, located at 60 Rhodes Place, is open
N\ v Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon starting May 2 until
\\-w!f/ 1 / the end of October (rain or shine). The market will

feature spring crops from a half dozen small local farms
_—c including Pak Express, Daily Farm, gC farms and Blue
Skys Flower Farm. Round Hill Ranch will offer meats, and
Barden Family Orchard will join later in the season when
their peaches, apples and blueberries are ready. Baked
Goods and other prepared foods will be offered by Pawtuxet General, Beans
& Buns, Meadow Brook Inn, Double Dragon Viet Café and Jo’s Dough.
Sanctuary Herbs will offer culinary herbs, herbal teas and herb related gifts.
On June 13, Gaspee Day, the market will move for the day to the William
Hall Library, 1825 Broad Street, Cranston.

PLANT AN URBAN FOREST: SATURDAY MAY 9 NINE A.M. TO NOON. The
City of Cranston, the Green Infrastructure Center and the West Bay Land
Trust's Cranston Tree Program are planting 20 trees at Calise Field, 637 Dyer
Avenue, Cranston. Help is needed digging and planting from nine to noon.
Please bring shovels and rakes if you have them. Kids are welcome. You can
sign up online and email cranstontree@gmail.com with questions. Rain date
is May 16.

SAVE THE DATE

e 2.50 Million Acts of Science & Bird Migration program at Cranston
Central Library. Apr 28th 6:30-7:30 PM. Learn about citizen science
efforts and how you can participate. Information on Flight Path (a project
to help migrating birds), including a short film on newborn puffins.
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e The Rhode Island Wild Plant Society (RIWPS) will have native
plant sales on May 9 (Casey Farm, Saunderstown) and September
12 (Pawtuxet Farmer’s Market). The RIWPS is a non-profit
conservation organization dedicated to preserving and protecting Rhode
Island’s native plants and their habitats.

e Firefly Walk June 18 at 8:45 PM, meet at the lower Rhodes on the
Pawtuxet parking lot. A half-hour walk at twilight. Bug repellent, long
sleeves and long pants recommended. Please no jars, nets, or dogs. Rain
date July 3. For updates, timlehnert@live.com.

e Save The Bay is sponsoring cleanups at West Bay and other beaches
around the state throughout spring and summer.

EDGEWOOD COMMUNITY GARDEN

Cranston’s only community garden, the Edgewood Community Garden at
Cherry Woods, is located behind Edgewood Highland Elementary School on
Pawtuxet Avenue. The garden is run by the West Bay Land
Trust and a 4 X 16-foot plot costs $25. New gardeners are
welcome, but spots go quickly. Contact Lisa Gibb at
lisagibb2@verizon.net for more information.

FOOD SCRAP COLLECTION SITE

The Edgewood Community Garden has partnered with Groundwork Rhode
Island Harvest Cycle Compost on a community food scrap collection site in
Edgewood. Harvest Cycle collects food scraps and processes them into
nutrient-rich compost, thereby keeping organic matter out of the nearly full
landfill and creating a transformative resource for local urban growers.
Harvest Cycle uses bicycles to collect food scraps from residences, small
businesses and community drop-off sites and then brings them to their
processing facility. Sign up on the Harvest Cycle site under “Programs.” The
Edgewood Community Garden sign-up page is here!

SPRING 2026 CLEANUP AND BEAUTIFICATION MICROGRANTS

Litter-Free Rhode Island Spring Cleanup Microgrants are sponsored by
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management to highlight the

Litter-Free Rhode Island campaign and to recognize the importance of
people improving the quality of life in their communities. Grants up to $500
are available. Application deadline is May 1 and the project must be
completed by June 30, 2026.
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FREE TREES!

The Cranston Neighborhood Tree Planting Program is accepting
applications for FREE trees to be planted this Fall. Cranston Tree, run
by the West Bay Land Trust, hires a nursery to plant trees that provide the
most environmental benefits. These are usually shade native oak, maple,
tulip and linden species. Trees can also be planted in public spaces including
schools, parks, cemeteries and medians. Residents who would like a tree for
their property for Fall 2026 should email
cranstontree@gmail.com, call 401-941-1264 or download an
application form at West Bay Land Trust.

This year, the City of Cranston will plant more trees than it
has in decades. Fifty trees will be planted as part of a
coordinated effort by city tree warden Chris Loens, West Bay
Land Trust’s Cranston Tree Program and the Green
Infrastructure Center (an initiative of President Biden’s Inflation Reduction
Act). On Saturday May 9, the effort will be capped by volunteers planting
more than 20 trees at Calise Field and nearby green space on Dyer Avenue.
Another 30 trees will be planted in private yards and public spaces
throughout the city as part of Cranston Tree’s annual tree planting program,
which is coordinated by WBLT volunteers and receives a $12,000 yearly
grant from the city. The trees will provide habitats for birds and other
wildlife, lower summer temperatures, absorb an estimated 20 percent of
heavy rainfall runoff, sequester climate changing carbon and filter pollutants
from the air. The Green Infrastructure Center is paying for the trees. Last
year, the Center paid for new trees planted by volunteers on Rolfe Square
and at Speck Field. Working with city staff, the Center mapped Cranston’s
tree canopy and reviewed tree related ordinances. Funding for the Green
Infrastructure Center ends next year. Special thanks to state Representative
Joesph McNamara (D-District 19 Warwick/Cranston) for providing Cranston
Tree a legislative grant that paid for mailing postcards to homes in high
heat/low-income neighborhoods publicizing the program. Thanks also to
Cranston Councilman Andy Andujar (D-Ward 3) for his contribution.

--Steve Stycos

PARKING LOTS ON THE RIVERBANK?

The Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) is restoring seven
acres of Pawtuxet River flood plain around the site of the former DEM Supply
Depot (abandoned after the 2010 floods damaged the buildings). Friends of
the Pawtuxet is concerned that the DEM plan increases paved areas and
sacrifices trees.
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The site borders the Cranston side of the river (Shaw’s is on the Warwick
side), fronts Warwick Avenue and includes part of the Pawtuxet River trail.
Over the last 30 years, Friends of the Pawtuxet, with the cooperation of
RIDEM, planted more than a dozen trees on the Warwick Avenue property
which abuts natural areas at Cranston’s Fay Field baseball diamonds. The
Friends, working with local Boy Scouts, has also maintained the walking trail
through the property, hosted walks and held annual trash clean ups.

RIDEM continues to push construction of new parking areas and

wants to improve fishing and canoe access. Tentative plans for

the site include a fishing platform by the Warwick Ave. bridge

over the Pawtuxet and a canoe launch. Friends of the Pawtuxet

and Save The Bay have raised objections to two rounds of

proposed designs. Those proposals would remove trees to make

way for parking lots and a gravel access road to the river’s edge

at the Warwick Ave. entrance to the property. Sugar maples

planted by fifth graders from Norwood Avenue School 25 years ago are
among the endangered trees. Critics say parking should be placed further
east, away from Warwick Ave. and on existing pavement, rather than
scarrring new areas. Save The Bay Director of Restoration Wenley Ferguson
also warns that plans to remove one foot of topsoil from the site and replace
it with new soil will encourage invasive species and expose potential toxins.

In addition, Ginny Leslie and Steve Stycos, speaking for Friends of the
Pawtuxet in emails and at meetings with the DEM, contend that an
expensive fishing platform will get little use as it would be positioned near
the busy Warwick Avenue. bridge. They also predict that any built structures
will be vandalized, as were the supply depot buildings that previously stood
on the property. They also question whether RIDEM will maintain the site,
which collects trash blown from Stop & Shop across Warwick Avenue.

Friends of the Pawtuxet supports improved canoe/kayak access, but
maintains that a designated parking area for boat trailers is not necessary.
The group adds that a proposed gravel access road to the riverbank to
facilitate fish restocking would be better located near Warwick’s Belmont
Park (on 1st Ave., east of EImwood Ave). The park has existing river access
that would not require cutting trees or bulldozing close to the river.

Friends of the Pawtuxet proposed planting trees this spring at the eastern
end of the property, an area where all agree trees will be planted. RIDEM,
however, rejects that idea until a plan is finalized for the entire site. Save
the Bay and Friends of the Pawtuxet have requested a meeting to modify the
plan, but none has been scheduled.

--Steve Stycos




EDGEWOOD NATIVE PLANT CO-OP

The Edgewood Native Plant Co-Op is an informal
organization of neighbors whose goal is to increase native
plants that support birds, bees, butterflies, and other
beneficial insects, while enhancing community and
beautifying the neighborhood. The co-op buys native plants
wholesale, assembles boxes with 12-15 seedlings, and sells
them at cost every spring (usually $35 per box). To join the
mailing list, contact Warren Heyman at
w.p.heyman@att.net.

CRANSTON YARD WASTE PICKUPS

Yard waste includes leaves, grass, and other small, biodegradable vegetative
matter including hedge, tree and brush clippings. Tree branches and shrubs
must be shorter than four feet. Yard Waste is collected separately on
regular trash days from April 6th until mid-December. Yard waste
must be placed on the curb no later than 6:15 am on trash collection day,
but not before noon the day before. Yard Waste must be placed in brown
paper bags or barrels marked "Yard Waste." No plastic bags.

NEST ON THE PAWTUXET

Brown University launched the Rhode Island Network for Environmental
Sensing & Technology (NEST) in 2025. It employs sensor technologies and
community participation to build more resilient communities. The network
combines real-time sensor data with advanced modeling and community
engagement to improve emergency management, enhance environmental
justice initiatives, and drive research-driven innovation. One of the Rhode
Island sites being monitored is the Pawtuxet River at a point just northwest
of the I-95 and Route 37 interchange. Go to the NEST Dashboard to see a
map of the monitoring sites and view data.

NATICK AVENUE COMMERCIAL SOLAR PROJECT MOVES FORWARD

It's been a long, tough battle for neighbors in and around Natick Avenue
(and beyond). Nearly eight years ago, Western Cranston residents began
fighting a proposed commercial solar installation on 30+ acres of forested
property adjacent to a Christmas tree farm between Phenix and Natick
Avenues. A hastily passed city “solar ordinance,” which was subsequently
reversed, had opened the door to large projects in residential
neighborhoods—effectively ignoring existing zoning—and thus allowing
power production almost anywhere in Cranston. The Natick Ave project
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followed the clear-cutting and devastation of a huge swath of land further to
the west, also for a solar facility. Despite its inevitable destructive impact on
the rural character and environment of the neighborhood, the project
received green lights up to and through approval of the project’'s master
plan.

Concerned residents appealed to Rhode Island Superior Court, which sent
the project back to master plan review due to a procedural error. After three
Planning Commission hearings in the first half of 2023, residents won the
fight and Revity’s master plan was rejected. Revity then appealed to the
Zoning Board, which upheld the Planning Commission’s decision. The project
appeared dead, but Revity brought its case to Superior Court.

The residents joined the City in defense of the master plan

~ rejection; however, Revity prevailed and the Planning
Commission was court-ordered to approve the master plan. The
residents implored the City to request a review by the Rhode
Island Supreme Court; however, Mayor Hopkins declined, citing
legal costs incurred to date. The residents forged ahead on their
own—with financial support from the West Bay Land Trust—but
in early 2025, the state’s Supreme Court declined to hear the case.

Which brings us to this year’s update. Over a series of meetings beginning in
November of 2025, the Planning Commission reviewed Revity’s preliminary
plan for the project. Residents of Natick Avenue and surrounding areas once
again descended on City Council chambers to give impassioned testimony on
the numerous reasons why this project should not come to fruition which
include negative effects from clear-cutting trees, disrupting wetlands and
blasting a ledge near the Tennessee Gas Pipeline, as well as potentially
devastating groundwater runoff. As the Commission believed it had no legal
grounds on which to deny the project, it gave the go-ahead.

So what’s next? The project proceeds to final plan approval, and the
residents have one final flicker of hope: the project’s permit from the
Department of Environmental Management has expired and the final plan
cannot be approved without it.

--Carol Swanson

BATS OF RHODE ISLAND

Eight species of bat call Rhode Island home, although most are
here seasonally and migrate or hibernate elsewhere in the colder
months. The Big Brown Bat is the species most likely to live here year-
round, and the one that typically enters dwellings. White nose syndrome is




caused by a fungus and has devastated bat populations (particularly the
little brown bat) across North America, including Rhode Island. The DEM has
a Bats of Rhode Island PDF with information on range and habitats,
reproduction, disease, and local species. It also outlines how to bat-proof a
home, and what to do if you find a bat in your house. Some fun facts: bats
actually see quite well, can live up to 30 years, can eat thousands of insects
in @ night and comprise 20 percent of all mammal species!

MASHAPAUG POND

Mashapaug Pond is Providence’s largest body of fresh water, and borders
Cranston on its south side (behind the Ocean State Plaza on Reservoir near
Highway 10). It is fed by Cranston’s Tongue Pond (next to Lowe’s) and
Spectacle Pond (home to Twin Oaks). Mashapaug is part of the Pawtuxet
River Watershed and feeds into the Roger Williams Park ponds. Mashapaug
has long been plagued by organic and non-organic pollution. Its northeast
side was for decades the site of Gorham Manufacturing, at one time the
world's largest producer of silver goods. That era is long gone and much of
the heavy metals dumped into Mashapaug Cove have been remediated. This
area is now home to Mashapaug Park (well worth visiting), a Tesla
dealership, and Jorge Alvarez High School. An ongoing problem is high levels
of phosphorous which lead to toxic algae blooms and low oxygen levels. As
such, Mashapaug is unsuitable recreation. The DEM has issued a Stormwater
Permit to curtail stormwater runoff, the source of much of the phosphorous.
A major culprit are businesses in and around the Huntington Industrial Park
on the Pond’s west side. For information on Mashapaug, check out the UPP
Arts page (see “Educational Resources” for a treasure trove of materials
related to Mashapaug’s history). The January 14, 2026 Providence Eye
article "RIDEM Plan for Providence’s Biggest Pond Falls Short, Won't
Remediate Water Quality, Say Critics” tells a more recent story.

RECYCLE TIRES, OIL and TVs
Q Televisions and other electronics, computers, mattresses, waste
oil (no paint, transmission fluid or anti-freeze), tires, books,
‘ DVDs and video games can be recycled at Cranston Public Works
at 929 Phenix Avenue. Drop-offs are accepted Mon.-Fri. from
7:30-2:30. Drop-off is in the rear between the two buildings.
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HELP WANTED!

Do you want to be more involved in the Cranston community? Do you care
about land conservation, sustainable development and greening up? The
WBLT wants your input! There are multiple opportunities to get involved!
Join a task force on planting trees, or share your ideas as a board member.
Some of the projects we support include:

e Conservation and land stewardship. The WBLT supports green
spaces and thoughtful land-use planning.

Cranston Neighborhood Tree Planting Program

Pawtuxet Village Farmer’s Market

Friends of the Pawtuxet River

The Knight Farm Conservation Area

Edgewood Community Garden

If you have a skill you want to share, develop or learn; a project you'd like
to undertake; or even only a small amount of time or energy, we welcome
you! Visit West Bay Land Trust or e-mail sstycos26@gmail.com.
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Newsletter compiled by Tim Lehnert and Steve Stycos with a contribution from
Carol Swanson. If you have events or other items you'd like to see listed in
2027, please contact Tim at timlehnert@live.com.

DONATIONS APPRECIATED!

Please make check payable to the West Bay Land Trust (contributions
are tax deductible).

Name:
Email:
Address:

Please mail form and contribution to:

The West Bay Land Trust
P.O. Box 2205
Providence, RI 02905
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